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Juan Luis Vives. Declamationes Sullanae II: Introductory Material,
Declamations III, IV, and V.
Ed. and trans. Edward V. George. Selected Works of J. L. Vives. Leiden: Brill, 2012. x +
314 pp. $146. ISBN: 978–90–04–22364–6.
This second volume of Declamationes Sullanae, edited and translated by the
major scholar of Juan Luis Vives, Edward V. George, is part of the important
project (under the direction of general editor Charles Fantazzi) to publish a selection
of Vives’s Latin works. It is equipped with a facing English translation, critical
apparatus, a set of restricted notes, an apparatus fontium, and an index locorum.
The five declamations, first published by the youthful Spanish humanist Juan Luis
Vives in 1520 as a means of enhancing his humanist reputation, completes the
series by George that began with the 1989 publication of the first two speeches of
Fundanus’s speech for Sulla’s retention of the dictatorship and Fonteius’s opposing
response. The three declamations in part 2 are Sulla’s speech on his abdication of
the dictatorship, the new consul Marcus Aemilius Lepidus’s denunciation of Sulla’s
atrocities, reforms, and proscriptions, and another by Lepidus against the acts
of Sulla after his death. The notes to the fourth declamation are by both George
and Anna Hinkle. George’s succinct and very valuable introduction considers its
novelty, antecedents, sources, and purposes. Summaries of the declamations, their
historical settings, and information on Lepidus and his reform program are
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provided. George has followed the printer’s decision in the revised 1538 edition
to include Sallust’s oration of Lepidus on his accession to the consulship, which
appears in an appendix. This allows some sense of Vives’s amplification of
the matter and creative adaptation of original sources. The volume features a
cumulative index for both parts. George’s lively translation is designed to be both
readable and faithful to Vives’s original Latin, and continues the fine scholarship
of the earlier volume.
In the introduction, George points to the distinctiveness of Vives’s collection
in both Greek and Latin classical and Renaissance literature. It is unique in its
combination of attention to authentic and copious detail mined from classical
sources (such as Sallust, Plutarch, Cicero, Seneca, and Valerius Maximus), its
continuity through a series of orations that render a powerful dramatic effect, and
the pedagogical intention in exemplifying the practice of suasoriae. The explicitly
stated function of the text is to act as a guide to political life and ethical conduct
for the young dedicatee Prince Ferdinand, brother to Charles V. George points to
those sections where Vives elaborates and extends the classical authorities, such as
the graphic description of Sulla’s banquet adorned with the bloody severed heads
of his victims. Admired by Erasmus and Thomas More, and revised and reprinted
with some of Vives’s political works in 1538, Declamationes Sullanae casts direct
light on early sixteenth-century Northern humanism, ethics, political thought,
notions of counsel and education, and historiography. There are, for example, rich
interpretative possibilities in the examination of rule by fear, Sulla’s ability to
redescribe his heinous crimes in terms of the interests of the republic, the failure to
depose the tyrant, and the erosion of the liberty of the Roman citizens. Vives’s
presentation of issues relating to the proscriptions, Sullan reforms, and sumptuary
law should be of interest to those studying Renaissance understandings of Roman
law. I wish to make two further remarks. As George points out, the argumentum that
is added by Vives in the 1538 edition was suggested by More many years earlier as
a means of providing the reader with some narrative signposting. More may have
picked up the idea from his translation of Lucian’s Tyrannicida, which includes
such an argumentum. One wonders if Vives was prompted in part to republish after
the beheading of More at the hands of Henry VIII.
The completion of the series of Sullan declamations by George is then a
significant event for scholars of Renaissance humanism. It is an extremely useful
resource for those interested in the oeuvre of Vives, rhetorical pedagogy and practice
(in particular the genre of declamation), and the reception of late Roman republican
history, law, and political thought. Vives has been a relatively neglected author
in the English-speaking world, and this is especially true of those compositions
without English translations. Very few scholars, apart from Vives specialists, refer to
the Sullan declamations, although we have had George’s fine critical edition of the
first two speeches for many years. Hopefully, this will cease to be the case now that
the full ensemble is available.
CATHERINE MARY CURTIS
University of Queensland
179REVIEWS
This content downloaded from 23.235.32.0 on Mon, 7 Dec 2015 01:23:30 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
